




WHEN UNESCAP  INTRODUCED  

BARRIER -FREE TOURISM (BFT)  TO CEBU IN 2010... 

The advocacy since 1988 for barrier-free environments was 
already 22 years old. 

 Despite the Accessibility Law, which was 27 years old at that 
time, advocacy work yielded very insignificant results, except 
for a few good ramps at the entrance of new buildings. 

By end of 2009, Cebu was tops in tourism destination. 

Cebu had, nonetheless, already earned the reputation of being 
the most disabled-friendly city  when compared with other 
cities nationwide...and yet we are still hardly inclusive when it 
comes to tourism. 



ACCESSIBILITY LAW Since 1983 

Largely un-implemented 

No guidelines on tourism facilities & 
accommodation 

Universal Design features are inadequate 

Could not be invoked for accessible tourism 

Needs updating & amendments, which are 
now in progress 



LAND TRANSPORT 
Buses are the most common means of public 
transportation from the cities to the towns and 
municipalties.  Very inaccessible. 

The Bus Rapid Transit project for Cebu City has had 
consultations with our sector and currently holds 
the best promise for accessible and inclusive 
transportation for now.  

Many jeepneys in Cebu City have stickers required 
by the Accessibility Law, but it is still a difficult 
vehicle to ride for persons using crutches and 
wheelchairs.  

Taxi drivers are no longer as friendly to PWDs as 
traffic is getting worse like in Manila. 

In Manila, they have the Wheelmobiles with ramps. 

 



SEA TRANSPORT 

Sea port facilities are sorely lacking in proper and usable comfort 
room facilities for PWDs, elderly and mothers with baby carriages.  
They are either too narrow, too low, with wrongly positioned grabs 
bars, if any.  

Ramps are often too steep. 

Ferries & ships are still challenging for PWDs & elderly.  The entry 
way is often too narrow and uneven, requiring several men to lift 
people in their wheelchairs. 

A representative from the port authority of a nearby island recently 
confessed at a meeting that PWDs were never thought of in the 
planning of their port infrastructure. 



AIRPORTS 

Built in 1956, renovated with JICAs ODA in 
early 1990s 

Has universal design features but facilities 
have deteriorated. 

Was turned over to a private company this 
year 

Though they still have to improve their 
facilities, service is now much better, 
according to a quadriplegic. 

Opened in 2007 with JICAs 

ODA 

 Has good universal design 
features 


